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SMALL BUSINESS SUCCESS

Here is Luis Salazar, co-owner of Planeta Paleta in down-
town San Jose at Fourth and Santa Clara across from City 
Hall. 

Luis is also an alum of EVC, who credits the Enlace program 
and specifi cally counselor Mirella Burton, in helping him 
get through college aŌ er changing majors mulƟ ple Ɵ mes.

He is a graduate of Cal State East Bay.

Luis is an Eastside naƟ ve, whose brothers (and co-owners) 
also went to EVC.

Planeta Paleta has a remarkable 191 fl avors, that rotate in 
and out of the store.

“Cookie Monster,” a blue mix of Chips Ahoy! and Oreo 
cookie, is available at the Shark Tank under the name 
“Shark Bait.” (Go Sharks!)

As a small business owner, he also gives back to the com-
munity in a number of ways, including during Childhood 
Cancer Awareness Month. 

Whenever these fl avors are bought in-store, proceeds go 
back to childhood Cancer chariƟ es:  

La Guerrera Paleta : for every liƩ le warrior who keeps 
fi ghƟ ng;

Esperanza Paleta: because we will never stop holding onto 
hope; or

Aguas Frescas: made with love and for a purpose bigger 
than all of us.

Finally is a favorite of EVC President Vinicio López, Mayor 
MaƩ  Mahan (and his kids) and Councilmember Domingo 
Candelas.

Stop by next Ɵ me you are in downtown and support an 
EVC alum and a small business in San Jose!

STUDENT SUCCESS
DISTRICT  GOAL NO. 1
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FROM BYLINE TO EMMY
One of our original success stories, we salute alum and long-
Ɵ me KPIX reporter and Emmy Award-winning journalist Len 
Ramirez on his reƟ rement. CongratulaƟ ons on 43 years of 
journalism excellence!

Ramirez cut his teeth at the SJCC City Times newsroom as 
a photojournalist (we have some of his fi rst photos taken in 
1980) and also aƩ ended EVC in its early days. Ramirez was 
also a classmate of James Lick High and District trustee Tony 
Alexander. He went on to earn a journalism degree from San 
Jose State.

The San Jose naƟ ve has returned to his fi rst home(s) as the 
featured speaker at SJCC’s 100th anniversary ceremony in 
2021 and EVC’s 50th anniversary event in 2025.

His face is familiar on KPIX, where he has been a reporter for 
the CBS affi  liate since 1989. A four-Ɵ me Emmy nominee, he 
won the Best DayƟ me Newscast reporƟ ng in 2003. 

It’s been 18 months since Delvon Polk graduated from EVC 
and he is fl ourishing. Delvon is at SJSU majoring in comput-
er engineering and recently caught up with President Lopez. 

Delvon’s entrepreneurial spirit led him to start @noblemail 
which helps students and others who are unhoused estab-
lish a brick and mortar address. Many organizaƟ ons require 
an address (not a PO) to open accounts or receive import-
ant mail. 

Delvon’s story is nothing short of a triumph of the spirit. 
Raised in Los Angeles in a neighborhood plagued with gangs 
and having experienced his own housing insecuriƟ es as an 
adult, Delvon is an inspiraƟ on and success -- dedicated and 
unrelenƟ ng, not leƫ  ng his past defi ne his future.  Quite the 
voyage Delvon is on.

STUDENT SUCCESS
DISTRICT  GOAL NO. 1

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

COMMUNITY IMPACT

COOK WINS 100TH GAME
Evergreen Valley College Men’s Soccer Coach Simon Cook picked 
up his 100th career win on Friday night following a 5-0 win over 
Gavilan. Under Cook, EVC reached the State Final Four in 2023, 
won the Coast South in 2025, reached the NorCal Regional 
Championships twice (2023, 2025), and made fi ve straight 3C2A 
playoff s.
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Led by the Studio Q Pride Center, EVC raised the Pride Flag in recogniƟ on of LGBTQ+ History Month.

PRIDE RAISING

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
DISTRICT  GOAL NO. 4 & 6

INCLUSIVE WORKPLACE
DISTRICT  GOAL NO. 4

LATINX HERITAGE MONTH

EVC celebrated LaƟ nx Heritage Month with an opening ceremony, LaƟ nx Night at Soccer and a LaƟ nx 
musical celebraƟ on. CelebraƟ ons close this week.
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TRANSFER FAIR & PANEL

EVC hosted its annual Transfer Fair with two dozen four-
year universiƟ es and also brought by students who trans-
ferred.

CLOSE EQUITY GAPS
DISTRICT  GOAL NO. 1

EVC PRIORITY NO. 2

STUDENT SUCCESS
DISTRICT  GOAL NO. 1

WOMEN IN STEM PANEL

WinSTEM invited scienƟ sts to campus
to talk about their careers and overcoming
barries in working in STEM careers.
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NONCREDIT ESL VISITS EVC

CLOSE EQUITY GAPS
DISTRICT  GOAL NO. 1

EVC PRIORITY NO. 2

ECONOMIC MOBILITY
DISTRICT  GOAL NO. 3

Students from EVC’s noncredit ESL program, in a partnership with the San Jose Library, toured campus, built community 
and visited our bi-monthly Farmer’s Market.
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